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Abstract:

Deficits in attention often co-occur with literacy and arithmetic problems. However, the
cognitive factors underlying these disorders seem to be rather distinct. In this paper we
investigated potential overlapping risk factors that might explain why these disorders
co-occur more often than we would expect by chance. We tested 99 children, aged 6 to
11 on a comprehensive cognitive battery, including tasks that are linked to attention
skills, i.e. memory, temporal processing and processing speed. The cognitive profiles of
children with reading difficulties only, arithmetic difficulties only and with both
difficulties will be compared to controls.
The main questions are: (1) Are there differences between attention profiles of children
with reading and children with arithmetic difficulties? (2) Are attention profiles in the
comorbid group a combination of the single deficit group profiles or do they show a
different pattern?

