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Abstract:

A crucial stage in the process of listening is identifying word
boundaries in the process of segmenting speech. Listeners use a
number of cues in this process of speech segmentation, one such cue
being the rhythmic patterns of one’s native language. Traditionally
languages have been classified in terms of whether they are stressbased (English, Dutch), syllable-based (French, Spanish) and morabased (Japanese). Studies have shown that these rhythmic patterns
are used in listening to both L1 and L2, thus speakers of English have
been shown to use the stress patterns of their native language in
listening to other languages, such as French (syllable-based). This
paper reports a study conducted by Anne Cutler (MPI, Nijmegen),
Lalita Murty and Takashi Otake (E-listening Lab, Japan) (2003)
examining the use of the mora by speakers of Japanese and Telugu,

which though unrelated to Japanese is similar in terms of its crucial
rhythmic properties. A fragment monitoring task designed in both
Japanese (Otake et al. 1993) and in Telugu (Cutler, et al. 2003) was
administered to Japanese and Telugu listeners respectively. The main
findings show that both Japanese and Telugu listeners appear to be
using very similar listening strategies despite the fact the results of the
Telugu speakers listening to Telugu material were mixed unlike the
Japanese listeners who used the same strategy in listening to both
Telugu as well as their native language. With regard to listening to
Japanese, both Telugu and Japanese responses to Japanese were
remarkably similar which gives strong support to the rhythmic
similarity hypothesis (Cutler et al.1992)

